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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area dropped from 5.3 percent in April to 3.7 
percent in May. Job loss in the area due to the Flood of 1987 and the Heal th-tex shutdown was off set by 
an increase in shipbuilding and seasonal jumps in contract construction, wholesale and retail trade, and 
services. Total joblessness in the area dropped from 1,400 in April to 1,010 in May. Resident employ-
ment increased from 24,850 in April to 26,070 in May. Last May the resident employment for the area was 
24,700 and there were 870 unemployed, resulting in a May 1986 unemployment rate of 3.4 percent. The cur-
rent local unemployment rate of 3.7 percent remains belON both the state and national rates of 4.0 per-
cent and 6.1 percent, respectively. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Rising employment and falling unemployment helped lower the unemployment rate in the Biddeford Labor Mar-
ket Area from 4.0 percent in April to 3.1 percent in May. Resident employment increased from 23,720 in 
April to 25,230 in May, while the number unemployed fell fr001 990 to 820. The current unemployment rate 
was below both the state and national rates of 4.0 percent and 6.1 percent, respectively . The improve-
ment in the local economy was primarily the result of gains in contract construction, whole sale and re-
tail trade, and nondomestic services. Overall manufacturing employment was unchanged. The current 
local unemployment rate of 3.1 percent is down from a year ago when the rate stood at 4.2 percent and 
1,090 people were unemployed. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTIAL AREA 
Economic conditions improved for the fourth consecutive month in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statis-
tical Area (MSA). Resident employment increased by 900 to 38,500 in May, and the number unemployed fell 
by 400 to 2,000. The resulting unemployment rate was 4.9 percent. The jobless rate has not been this 
low since November 1978 when it was 4.5 percent. Maine's unemployment rate declined from 5.3 percent in 
April to a May rate of 4.0 percent. The national unemployment rate fell fr om 6.2 percent last month to 
6.1 percent in May. Last year at this time there were 2,500 unemployed in the Lewiston-Auburn MSA and 
the unemployment rate was 6.2 percent. Employment in manufacturing increased in Lewiston-Auburn, with 
gains in textile mill products and leather and leather products. Seasonal gains in con tract construc-
tion and services accounted for most of the employment increases in the nonmanufacturing sector. 
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Seasonal employment gains ir the nonmanufacturing sector improved the employment situation in the Port-
land Metropolitan Statistical Area during May. Resident employment increased from 113,200 in April to 
115,700 in May, while the number unemployed dropped from 3,000 to 2,600. As a result, the local un em-
ployment rate dropped from 2. 6 percent in April to 2. 2 percent in May. Last May the l oc a 1 unemployment 
rate stood at 2.5 percent, with resident employment of 113,000 and unemployment of 2,900. Meanwhile, 
this May the local unemployment rate remained well below the state and national rates of 4·.0 percent and 
6.1 percent, respectively. The most notable employment gains in the local economy occurred in the non-
manufacturing sector, including retail trade, services, and contract construction . These gains offset 
seasonal losses in the state university system. Manufacturing employment was d0t1n slightly as a result 
of losses in the transportation equipment industry. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Economic conditions in the Rumford Labor Market Area improved in May following the temporary setback 
caused by the Flood of 1987. Establishments which had temporary layoffs returned to pre-flood employ-
ment levels, and increases in employment were experienced in the wood products industry, contract con-
struction, and services. Resident employment in the area rose from 7,420 in April to 7,940 in May. The 
number of jobless dipped from 810 last month to 490 in May. This resulted in a May unemployment rate of 
5.8 percent, which is a four point drop from the 9.8 percent rate in April. The Rumford area had an 8.3 
percent jobless rate in May 1986. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Waterville Labor Market Area dropped for the fourth consecutive month this 
year. Employment rose from 21,160 in April to 21,320 in May, while the number unemployed fell from 
1 100 to 840. The resultant unemployment rate was 3.8 percent, down from 4.9 percent in April. Both 
the state and national unemployment rates also declined during May. The state's rate dropped from 5.3 
percent to 4.0 percent, while the national rate dipped from 6.2 percent to 6.1 percent . A year ago the 
local unemployment rate stood at 4.4 percent and the number unemployed was 980. This May the gains in 
employment were due almost entirely to increases in the nonmanufacturing sector in contract construction 
and trade. Manufacturing employment evidenced small gains in textile mill products and paper and allied 
products. 
122v 
LABOR MARKO INFORMATION SERVICES 
MAINE DEP A RT M~ NT 
1.~~!J~.~'-! i :~:~:~~=.:=~~:::: :~:: .. 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES~ 
AREAS 
MAINE-Statewide .. ............. . 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA .. .. ... . ....... . . . 
Lewiston-Auburn MSA .. ... .... . ,. 
Portland MSA . ... ... ... . . . ~ . .. . 
Portsmouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSA.!f . .. . ....... ,. 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . . . . . .. .... . . ........ . 
Bath-Brunswick ... .. R- · . . . . ..... . 
Ballast .. 
Biddeford . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . .. . . 
Boothbay Harbor-Wlscaaaat . ... . 
Calala·Eaatport. 
Caribou-Presque Isle ... ":]·.· . . -: .;; 
Central Penobscot .... .. - . ·~- . . . . 
Dover-Foxcroft ... ... ~ .~. ~ . . . . . ,. 
Ellsworth .. • . .. ... ~. ~.)~. ~ ... '1 • . 
Farmington . . ... . . . 
Fort Kent-Allagash ... . ........ . 
Greenville . .. . . . 
Houlton . .. . 
Kittery-York _±I . 
Llncoln-Howland 
Livermore Falla .. . ... . . . ... . .. . . 
Madawaska-Van Buren 
Mllllnocket-East Miiiinocket .. . . . 
Norway-Paris . .... ... .. . . . .. . . 
Patten-Island Falls ... .. ::1 · •. ~- . .• • 
Rockland ~ . ..... .. .. . ....... . 
Rumford .. . . . .. . ...... . . ~ .. .. . 
Sanford ..... .. . .. . . .. · : . .. ... . 
Sebago Lakes Region . . . . . ,, , · - -
1 Skowhegan .. ..... . . .. . . ~ .. . ~ .. 
Southwest Penobscot •. . : ~ . .. .. ~ 
Connecticut ..... . .... . . . .. .. . 
Massachusetts ...... ~~ ........ . 
New Hampshire . . .. ~-,· ~. ,m . . . .,. . . 
Rhode Island . . . . .... ~ ... ... . ~ . . 
Vermont . . . ... ... . . . . . . . . . , ~- - . 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . ... . . . .. . 
UNITED STATES 4/ . . .... . . . \ -'"· 
MSA MotropolllAll St 11 tl 9t1col Aroa 
LABOR FORCE.1f 
May 87 I Apr_._ 87 
566.3 I 554.3 
39,500 
40,500 
118,300 
129 ,600 
32,060 
27,080 
10,670 
26,050 
12,630 
13,350 
21,690 
2,540 
6,280 
22,280 
11 ,430 
4,860 
990 
5,990 
28,610 
5, 160 
4,140 
3,730 
4,260 
11,330 
2,510 
17,790 
8,430 
15,570 
12,300 
23,720 
10,430 
22,160 
1,745.7 
3,053.0 
583.4 
518.8 
288.8 
6,756.0 
11q,595 
39, 700 
40,000 
116,200 
126, 700 
31,570 
26,250 
10,340 
24, 710 
11,540 
12,970 
21, 720 
2,410 
6,070 
21,030 
12, 160 
4,950 
960 
5,690 
27,860 
4,980 
4,050 
3,590 
4,110 
11,310 
2,420 
17,240 
8,230 
15,160 
11,320 
23,550 
9,980 
22,260 
1,739.0 
3,046.0 
572 .8 
512.3 
290.8 
6,715.2 
118,347 
May 86 
559.6 
39,000 
40,400 
115,900 
124, 100 
32, 160 
25,570 
11, 180 
25,670 
12,550 
12,910 
21,780 
2,.540 
6,420 
22,270 
11. 700 
4,840 
1,100 
6,050 
27,860 
5,400 
4,570 
3,590 
4,330 
ll, 110 
2,440 
17 ,230 
8,220 
15,330 
11,620 
23,000 
10,550 
22,260 
1,734.9 
3,026.8 
559.9 
513.0 
290.9 
6,685.1 
117l587 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
May 87 I Apr. 87 
543.7 I 524.9 
37,900 
38 ,500 
115, 700 
127,000 
30,650 
26,070 
10,080 
25,230 
12,320 
11,980 
20,230 
2,390 
5,980 
21,310 
10,780 
4,260 
930 
5,640 
28,350 
4,890 
3,950 
3,390 
4,020 
10,910 
2,300 
17,270 
7,940 
15,110 
11,970 
22,560 
9,770 
21,320 
1,691.6 
2,950.0 
569.6 
498.9 
278.8 
6,532.6 
112.377 
37, 900 
37,600 
113 ,200 
124,000 
29,820 
24,850 
9,510 
2J, 720 
l 1, 170 
11,340 
19,440 
2,240 
5,630 
19,380 
11,250 
4,170 
860 
5,180 
27,560 
4,580 
3,800 
3,230 
3,900 
10,670 
2,120 
16,560 
7,420 
14,630 
10,990 
21,830 
9,200 
21,160 
1,682.6 
2,928.0 
559.4 
490.4 
277 .9 
6,463.2 
111.041 
May 86 
530.2 
37,100 
37,900 
113,000 
121,500 
30,650 
24,700 
10,130 
24,580 
12,060 
11,430 
20,060 
2,350 
6,010 
20,680 
10,680 
4,020 
940 
5,580 , 
27,580 
4,920 
4,220 
3,250 
4,030 
10,340 
2,190 
16,150 
7,540 
14,580 
11,260 
21,190 
9,780 
21,280 
1,673.1 
2,905.9 
546.1 
493.0 
276.6 
6,424.9 
109, 165 
Note: n/a lndlca lo• thal the Informat ion was nol available at lhe time of printing. Employment and unemployment may not add to tabor fore.a due to rounding. 
FootnOIH 
UNEMPLOYMENT 
May 87 I Apr_._ 87 
22.6 I 29 .4 
1,600 
2,000 
2,600 
2,600 
1,410 
1,010 
590 
820 
310 
1,370 
1,460 
150 
300 
970 
650 
600 
60 
350 
260 
270 
190 
340 
240 
420 
210 
520 
490 
460 
330 
1,160 
660 
840 
54.1 
103.0 
13.8 
19.9 
10.0 
223.4 
7 .318 
1,800 
2,400 
3,000 
2,700 
1,750 
1,400 
830 
990 
370 
1,630 
2,280 
170 
440 
1,650 
910 
780 
100 
510 
300 
400 
250 
360 
210 
640 
300 
680 
810 
530 
330 
1,720 
780 
1,100 
56.4 
118.0 
13.4 
21.9 
12.9 
252.0 
7.306 
JI Labor force, employment, and unomploymont dala for all areas not seasonally adlusted. Estimates made Independently tor each tabor market area have been benchmarked to and 
e~trapolated from the Current Population Survey estlmales for the stale. All data adjusted to place of residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces • 
.2J Curren! and la•I monlh figures preliminary: year ago figures revised . 
.JI Klltery-York I• the -.,lghl-town Maine portion of the l'l:>rtsmouth·Dover·Rochester MSA which Includes towns In both Maine and New Hampshire . 
.Al National estlmaln• based on a aampie of household visits; stale estimates based on enlargements of employment figures reported. 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
ST AT! SlI (. 1'1 
OATA 
:[RIES . 
MAY 1987 
1,900 
2,500 
2,900 
2,600 
1,510 
870 
1,050 
1,090 
490 
1,480 
1, 720 
190 
410 
1,590 
1.010 
820 
160 
470 
280 
480 
350 
340 
300 
770 
250 
1,080 
680 
750 
360 
1,810 
770 
980 
61 .8 
120.9 
13. 8 
20.0 
14.3 
260.2 
8.422 
4.1 
4.9 
2.2 
2.0 
4.4 
3.7 
5.5 
3.1 
2.5 
10.3 
6.7 
5.9 
4.8 
4.4 
5.7 
12.3 
6.1 
5.8 
0.9 
5.2 
4.6 
9.1 
5.6 
3.7 
8.4 
2.9 
5.8 
3.0 
2.7 
4.9 
6.3 
3.8 
3.1 
3.4 
2.4 
3.8 
3.5 
3. 3 
6.1 
4.5 
6.0 
2.6 
2.1 
5.5 
5.3 
8.0 
4.0 
3.2 
12.6 
10.5 
7.1 
7.2 
7.8 
7.5 
15.8 
10.4 
9.0 
1.1 
8.0 
6.2 
10.0 
5.1 
5.7 
12.4 
3.9 
9.8 
3.5 
2.9 
7.3 
7.8 
4.9 
3.2 
3. 9 
2. 3 
4.3 
4.4 
3.8 
6~2 
4.9 
6.2 
2.5 
2.1 
4. 7 
3.4 
9. 4 
4.2 
3.9 
11.5 
7.9 
7.5 
6.4 
7.1 
8. 7 
16 .9 
14.5 
7.8 
· 1.0 
8.9 
7.. 7 
9. 5 
6.9 
6.9 
10.2 
6.3 
8.3 
4.9 
3.1 
7.9 
7. 3 
4.4 
3.6 
4.0 
2.5 
3.9 
4.9 
3.9 
7.2 
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A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
- •I 
• ~ ... !j l"ll 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA r-
191111"- ;' 
Labor market conditions in the Augusta Labor Market Area continued to improve in May as unemployment decreased for tz:J 
the third consecutive month. Resident employment increased to 30 ,650 from 29, 820 in April. Unempl oy~nt dipped to :r, 
1,410 from 1,750 resulting in an unemployment rate of 4.4 percent. The local unemployment rate was slightly higher ) t> 
than the state's unemployment rate of 4.0 percent, and was lower than the national unemployment rate of 6.1 percent.:~'., 
A year ago the unemployment rate in the Augusta Labor Market Area was 4.7 percent while resident employment was~ 
30,650 and unemployment was 1,510. This May an increase in nonfann employment was recorded in both manufacturing 
and nonmanufacturing. Most notable of these was contract construction. Services in nonmanufacturing and food and C.;.·i:, 
kindred products in manufacturing evidenced smal ler gains. '"-~·-~· .. u .. ~-"' ,L -· w,,. cs·· _ ~- ~ ~ C·) 
A decrease in the number of unemployed helped lower the unemployment rate in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical 
Area from 4.5 percent in April to 4.1 percent in May. While resident employment remained unchanged at 37,900, the 
number of unemployed decreased from 1,800 to 1,600. The local unemployment rate for this May was above the corres-
ponding state rate of 4.0 percent a·nd below the national rate of 6.1 percent. Last year at this time, 37,100 area 
residents were employed, 1,900 were unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood at 4.9 percent. Manufacturing em-
ployment increased from April to May. Employment gains in petroleum and coal products and leather and leather prod-
ucts were res ponsible for most of the employment increase. Contract construction, wholesale and retail trade, and 
no ndornes tic services were mainly res pons ib 1 e for moderate increases in no nma nufacturi ng empl oyment. On May 7, 1987, 
Lemforder Corporation and ZF Steering Gear (U.S.) Incorporated in Brewer held grand opening ceremonies for recently 
completed ex pansions. Both firms are subsidiaries of Zahnradfabrik Friedrichshafen (ZF) AG of West Germany. With 
completion of their expansions, a significant work force expansion is anticipated. 
m 
1o1 • 1 N e o e P • q • , . = , T o , 
J ...41!~ ~-~ '! i :~:'.,:',~::;,:~~;:,::'.:·.~~::..,'" CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE~ UNEMPLOYMENT RATE COUNTY 1/ May 87 Apr. 87 May 86 May 87 Apr. 87 May 86 May 87 Apr. 87 -
ANDROSCOGGIN . . . . . . . . ..... . ..... 46,680 46,070 46,970 2,190 2,740 2,900 4.7 5.9 
AROOSTOOK ........ .. ... .... .... 37,990 37,620 37,960 2,880 4,130 3,520 7.5 11.0 
CUMBERLAND . . . . . . . . . .... . ..... 127, 720 124,990 124,610 2,960 3,510 3,300 2.3 2.8 
FRANKLIN .. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . 11,430 12,160 11,700 650 910 1,010 5.7 7.5 
HANCOCK ......... .. . .. . ... .. ... .. . 22 ,280 21,030 22, 270 970 1,650 1,590 4.4 7.8 
KENNEBEC ........................ 52,640 52,290 52,860 2,150 2,750 2,400 4.1 5.3 
KNOX ............ . .... . .... . .. 15,830 15,330 15,330 470 600 970 3.0 3.9 
LINCOLN ...... . . . ....... 15,120 13,970 14,940 390 490 620 2.6 3.5 
OXFORD ... . ... .. . . . ...... . ...... . . 22,190 21,680 21,570 940 1,470 1,450 4.2 6.8 
PENOBSCOT . ..... .. ... . ............ 61,570 60,720 61,420 2,960 3,350 3,650 4.8 5.5 
PISCATAQUIS . . . . . . . . . . ....... 7,270 7,030 7,520 360 540 570 5.0 7.7 
SAGAJAHOC . .. . .. . . ....... ...... 14,330 13,910 13,560 630 830 520 4.4 6.0 
SOMERSET ...... . .... . ..... .... 23, 720 23,550 23,000 1, 160 1, 720 1,810 4.9 7.3 
WALDO . .... ...... . .. . .......... ... . 11,840 11, 500 12,340 660 890 1,130 5.6 7.7 
WASHINGTON ..... ...... ....... ... 13,350 12,970 12,910 1,370 1,630 1,480 10.3 12.6 
YORK ................ . . .. .......... 82 ,310 79,480 80,660 · 1,850 2,220 2,510 2.2 2.8 
1/ Labor force, employment, and unemployment data are not seasonally adjusted. All data are on a place of residence basis. Members of the an""'ed forces are excluded. 
~ Current and last mo e:th figures pre limi nary: year ago figures revised. 
THESE DATA ARE DEVELOPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE US. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
STATISTICAL D.!.-A. SERIES: CCLF 5-87 
RESIOE"IT EMPLOYED 
May 86 May 87 . .!...:>r. 87 May 86 
6.2 44,490 43 ,330 44,070 
9.3 35, 110 33,490 34,440 
2.6 124,760 121,480 121,310 
8.7 10,780 i:,250 10 ,680 
7.1 21,310 19,380 20,680 
4.5 50,490 49,540 50,460 
6.3 15,360 14,730 14,360 
4.1 14,730 13,480 14,320 
6.7 21,250 20 ,210 20,120 
5.9 58,610 57,370 57, 770 
7.6 6,910 5,490 6,950 
3.8 13,700 13,080 13,040 
7.9 22,560 21,830 21,190 
9.2 11, 180 10,610 11,210 
11.S 11,980 11,340 11,430 
3.1 80,460 77 ,260 78,150 
Labor Market lnfo,,.,;.•,on Services !I 
